
                          The Old Fremantle Synagogue 
 

The most extraordinary Jewish site in Fremantle is 

the synagogue building - Western Australia’s first 

purpose built synagogue. The first Jewish 

congregation was established in Fremantle in 

August 1887, know as the “W.A. Hebrew 

Congregation.” Years later, a larger Perth 

community was established known as the “Perth Hebrew Congregation”. 

By 1891, services were conducted in the guardroom of Fremantle Barracks, 

on South Terrace, often by Rabbi Abraham Boas visiting from Adelaide. The community 

here began looking for a permanent site on which to build a synagogue. They acquired Lot 

1366 on Norfolk Street, land which Fremantle Council was keen to acquire to incorporate 

into Barrack Field. In 1895 a land swap was arranged with the State Government. 

 On 16th April 1896, Lot 1375 South Terrace was vested in Elias Solomon and W.F. 

Samson, as Trustees for the Fremantle Congregation. The new site was a logical one, given it was 

adjacent to the Barracks where services were already being held. Surprisingly a synagogue was not 

built here until 1902, six years later, by which time the Fremantle Jewish population stood at about sixty. The 

architectural partners, who had recently designed the nearby Fremantle Markets, were given the commission.  

Elias Solomon (at the time, Federal Member for Fremantle) laid the foundation 
stone on 8th January 1902, as Trustee of the Congregation. Mr J. McCracken 
won the contract to build the synagogue, for the grand sum of £750. An appeal 
raised £370 with a significant amount coming from non-Jews in Fremantle.  
 
 The Jewish community's use of the Fremantle synagogue was short-lived. An 
increase in the Jewish population in metropolitan Perth led to the establishment of 

a second congregation in Perth in 1892. Over the next decade there was a gradual shift of Jews to Perth, and 
attempts at a merger. Eventually, even Kosher meat had to be delivered from Perth. 
 
In 1908 the Perth congregation assumed control of the declining Fremantle congregation's affairs. With the Governor's 
consent, the trustees of the Fremantle group exercised their power of sale and sold the synagogue site to the Perth 

congregation. Services continued in the Fremantle Synagogue until 1910, by 
which time the community was too small and services were discontinued. 
Eventually in 1916 the building was sold to the Dept. of Defence. 
 
In 1976 the Perth Hebrew Congregation applied to 
Fremantle City Council to remove the Star of David from 
the front gable of the synagogue. They wished to 

incorporate the star in the new synagogue at Menora, to commemorate the original Jewish 
community in Fremantle. Fremantle Council refused, instead offering a replica of the star, leaving 
the original on the building, where it is still seen today.   

 
Since 1910, the building has been used for numerous endeavours - café, 
carpet shop, clothing outlet-none of which have been terribly successful. Its history has, however, 
been celebrated in Freo Jewish History walks. Moreover, since 2012, because of the generosity of 
the current owner, the Old Synagogue has been home to many Jewish Celebrations.  The Old 
Freo Shuel has resonated with Hebrew Prayer, Jewish Song, Israeli Dance and celebrations of life 
including Rosh Hashannah (Jewish New Year), Chanukkah, Festive 
Meals, Israeli Dancing, one Bar Mitzvah and even a Jewish 
Wedding – each the first of its kind in a century!  Maybe Elias 
Solomon's spirit had a hand in this. Perhaps this remarkable 
location is waiting for the day when the Old Synagogue is returned 

to its former glory as a prominent cultural centre for the whole Fremantle community. 
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